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10C sympathizes with IOA but says Dow not responsible for Bhopal Gas Tragedy

NEW DELHI, 16 FEB., 2012: In a significant development, the International Olympic Committee (I0C) has
appreciated the concern of Indian Olympic Association (IOA) about the victims of 1984 Bhopal Tragedy but
maintained that Dow Chemicals had no ownership stakes in Union Carbide till 2000.

IOC also said thal its relationship with Dow Chemicals is well over 30 years and’ we were aware of the
Bhopal tragedy when discussing the partnership with Dow".

|OA has repeatedly expressed its opposition to the Dow Chemicals as one of the sponsors of the London
Olympics, because of its ownership of the infamous Union Carbide which was responsible for the worst
industrial disaster in India.

IOA had urged the IOC and London Organizing Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic Games
(LOCOG) to withdraw Dow as Games Sponsors.

In a letter to I0A acting President Vijay Kumar Malhotra, 10C chief Jacques Rogge has said that “IOC
recognizes that the Bhopal tragedy in 1984 was horrific event for India and the world. The Olympic
Movement sympathizes with the grief of the victims’ families and regrets the ongoing suffering people face
in the region”

“The 10C and LOCOG were aware of the Bhopal tragedy when discussing the partnership with Dow. Dow
had no connection with the Bhopal tragedy. Dow did not have any ownership stake in Union Carbide until
16 years after the accident and 12 years after the US$470 million compensation agreement was approved
by the Indian Supreme Court. The court has upheld this agreement twice since then, in 1991 and 2007. We
understand that sithis is being reviewed yet a third time by the India Supreme Court and we are aware of
Dow's position in this mater, and of the sensitivities of all parties.

“We only enter into partnerships with organizations that we believe work in accordance with the values of
the Olympic Movement. Dow is a global leader in its field of business and is committed to good corporate
citizenship. The company has supported the Olympic Movement for over 30 years, providing support and
bringing industry-leading expertise and innovation to the Games."

“We do hope that the Indian Olympic Association is recognizing this, while we appreciate the difficult
situation you are facing in your country.

Reacting to the letter, Prof Malhotra said that IOA was not convinced by the I0C's stand “We want that I0C
should understand and appreciate the feelings and sentiments of the victims and drop Dow as sponsors”
He also wanted the Union govemment top come out with a clear stand on this issue."We have yet to
receive any reply from the Government, while I0C has written to us”

Prof Malhotra said the question is being asked that while Dow Chemical operates in India with the full
knowledge and permission of the Government, it is throwing the ball into the |OA’s court when this
sponsorship issue is raised.

“Government should come clean on this issue” he added.

|OC letter attached.
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Dear Prof. Malhotra,

" am writing to you in reference to your letters of 27 January 2012 and 18 December 2011
concerning the 10C's and LOCOG's partnerships with Dow.

The 10C recognises that the Bhopal tragedy in 1984 was a horrific event for India and the
world. The Olympic Movement sympathises with the grief of the victims' families and regrets
the ongoing suffering people face in the region.

The 10C and LOCOG were aware of the Bhopal tragedy when ciscussing the parnership
wilth Dow. Dow had no connection with the Bhopal tragedy. Dow did not have any ownership
stake in Union Carbide untii 16 years after the accident and 12 years after the US3470
millon compensation agreement was approved by the India Supreme Court. The court has
ugpheld this agreement twice since then, in 1991 and 2007, We understand that this is being
reviewed yet a third time by the India Supreme Court and we are aware of Dow's position in
this matter. and of the sensitivities of all parties.

We only enter into partnerships with arganisations that we believe work in accordance with
ihe values of the Olympic Movement. Dow is a global leader in its fleld of business and s
commitied to good corporate citizenship. The company has supported the Olympic
Movement for over 30 years, providing support and bringing industry-leacing expertise and
innovation 1o the Games. -

We do hope that the Indian Olympic Association is recognising this, while we appreciate the
dificult situation you are facing in your country.

Y wirs smceraly

——

/)

¢ /s

el .‘,- f{_l“ﬁf"‘% QQM
- i

Jacgyues Rogge

£ Lord Sebastian Coe, Chairman and President LOCOG
nr Randhir Singh, 10C Member
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